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Summary 

 

 The Petition filed by Hart County, Georgia (through its Board of County 

Commissioners) to add Hart County to the local television markets of four Atlanta Stations for 

purposes of satellite carriage is based almost exclusively on claims that Hart County residents 

do not have access to “in-state” television stations from Atlanta that provide programming 

relevant to Georgians generally.  

The Petition lacks required evidence, and four of the five statutory factors do not support 

market modification: (i) the Atlanta Stations are not historically carried in Hart County, (ii) the 

Atlanta Stations lack over-the-air coverage of, geographic proximity to, and a programming 

nexus to Hart County, (iii) there is ample and, indeed, superior technical coverage and local 

programming of specific interest to Hart County residents from the In-Market Stations, and (iv) 

the Atlanta Stations lack any meaningful audience in Hart County.  There is, therefore, no 

accounting or assessment of the evidence that would weigh the totality of the statutory factors 

in favor of modification.   

The fifth factor, “access to in-state programming” was added by Congress in 2014 to be 

considered along with four other historical factors.  But that new factor is neither exclusive nor 

dispositive.  Neither Congress nor the Commission ever declared or suggested that the other 

four, original statutory factors should be ignored, or that the Commission’s standardized 

evidentiary requirements should be waived, simply because modification would allow access 

to in-state television stations.  To the contrary, in its 2015 STELAR Order, the Commission 

specifically held that “the in-state factor does not serve as a trump card negating the other four 

statutory factors.”  This should be especially true in a petition like this one where there is no 

evidence that the Atlanta Stations to be imported into Hart County have expressed a specific 
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desire to be carried in that county or an intention to provide localized programming that is 

specifically targeted to the county. 

For all of these reasons, the Petition must be denied.   
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Before the 

Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20544 
 

 

In Re Petition of     ) 

      ) 

Hart County, Georgia    ) 

      )  

For Modification of the Television Market )   

of Station WSB-TV (ABC), Channel 2, ) MB Docket 18-250 

of Station WXIA (NBC), Channel 11, ) File No. CSR-8963-A 

of Station WAGA (FOX), Channel 5, )  

of Station WGCL (CBS), Channel 46, )  

Atlanta, GA with Respect to DISH Network )   

and DIRECTV    )  

 

 

JOINT OPPOSITION TO PETITION FOR SPECIAL RELIEF 

 

 WYFF Hearst Television Inc., licensee of NBC affiliate WYFF(TV), Greenville, South 

Carolina (“WYFF”); Meredith Corporation, licensee of FOX affiliate WHNS(TV), Greenville, 

South Carolina (“WHNS”); Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc., licensee of CBS affiliate WSPA-TV, 

Spartanburg, South Carolina (“WSPA”); and WLOS Licensee LLC, licensee of WLOS(TV), 

Asheville, North Carolina (“WLOS”) (collectively, the “Opposition Parties”), through counsel and 

pursuant to Rule 76.7 of the Commission’s rules, respectfully file and serve this joint, Opposition 

to the Petition for Special Relief filed by the Board of Commissioners of Hart County, Georgia 

(the “Board”) seeking to modify the local television markets of NBC affiliate WXIA-TV, Atlanta, 

Georgia; FOX affiliate WAGA-TV, Atlanta, Georgia; CBS affiliate WGCL-TV, Atlanta, Georgia; 

and ABC affiliate WSB-TV, Atlanta, Georgia (the “Petition”) to include Hart County with respect 

to DISH Network (“DISH”) and DIRECTV.  WXIA, WAGA, WGCL and WSB are collectively 

referred to herein as the “Atlanta Stations.”  WYFF, WHNS, WSPA, and WLOS are collectively 

referred to herein as the “In-Market Stations.”  
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For the reasons discussed below, the Petition should be denied.  

I. Background 

 

A. Localism is the Foundation of Market Modification Proceedings  

 

The market modification process exists to allow the Commission to alter a television 

station’s local television market when doing so would allow broadcasters and MVPDs to “better 

serve the interests of local communities.”1  The touchstone for evaluating a market modification 

request is whether there is a sufficient nexus—i.e., a “local relationship”—between the television 

station and the relevant community.2  To that end, the Commission “must afford particular 

attention to the value of localism”3—long defined as programming that “is responsive to the needs 

and interests of their communities of license”4—when judging the merits of a market modification 

petition.5   

Until 2014, in the context of market modification for carriage on cable systems, Congress 

set four statutory factors for the Commission to consider and weigh in evaluating the local nexus 

between a television station and the relevant community:   

                                                           
1 Amendment to the Commission’s Rules Concerning Market Modification; 

Implementation of Section 102 of the STELA Reauthorization Act of 2014, Report and Order, 30 

FCC Rcd 10406, FCC 15-111 (2015) (“STELAR Order”), at ¶ 7.  

2 La Plata County, Colorado, Petitions for Modification of the Satellite Television Markets 

of KDVR-TV, KCNC-TV, KMGH-TV, and KUSA-TV, Denver, Colorado, Memorandum Opinion 

and Order, 32 FCC Rcd 1474, DA 17-204 (MB 2017) (“La Plata Order”), at ¶ 5 (“The rules enable 

a broadcast television station to be carried by a satellite carrier in such a new community if the 

station is shown to have a local relationship to that community.”).   

3 Report from the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

accompanying S. 2799, 113th Cong., S. Rep. No. 113-322 (2014) (“Senate Commerce Committee 

Report”), at 10-11; 47 U.S.C. § 338(l)(2)(B); STELAR Order, at ¶ 8.  

4 Designated Market Areas: Report to Congress Pursuant to Section 109 of the STELA 

Reauthorization Act of 2014, 31 FCC Rcd 5463, DA 16-613 (MB 2016) (“2016 In-State 

Programming Report”), at ¶ 11.   

5 See Senate Commerce Committee Report, at 10-11.  
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 Historical carriage.  Whether the station, or the other stations located in the same 

area—(a) have been historically carried on the cable system or systems within such 

community; and (b) have been historically carried on the satellite carrier or carriers 

serving such community; 

 

 Local Service by Out-of-Market Station.  Whether the television station provides 

coverage or other local service to such community; 

 

 Local Service By In-Market Stations.  Whether any other television station that is 

eligible to be carried by a cable system in such community in fulfillment of the 

requirements of this section provides news coverage of issues of concern to such 

community or provides carriage of sporting and other events of interest to the 

community; and 

 

 Viewing patterns.  Evidence of viewing patterns in households that subscribe and do 

not subscribe to the services offered by multichannel video programming distributors 

within the areas served by such multichannel video programming distributors in such 

community.6 

 

To evaluate each of these factors, the Commission imposed the following standardized 

evidentiary requirements relevant to establishing a local nexus between the station and the 

community: 

 Maps illustrating the relevant community locations, mileage between the station and 

the community, geographic features, transportation routes, and station and MVPD 

facilities; 

 

 Noise-limited service contour maps delineating the station’s technical service area and 

showing the location of the cable system headends or satellite carrier local receive 

facilities and communities in relation to the service areas; 

 

 Available data on shopping and labor patterns in the local market; 

 Television station programming information derived from station logs or local 

television guides; 

 

 MVPD line-up cards or television guides demonstrating historical carriage; and  

                                                           
6 47 U.S.C. § 338(l)(2)(B).   
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 Audience data for MVPD and non-MVPD households, advertising or sales data.7 

B. STELAR and the Addition of the “In-State” Programming Factor  

 

Congress enacted STELAR in 2014 to extend the market modification regime to satellite 

carriage.8  It also added a fifth statutory factor—access to “in-state” television signals—to the 

existing four factors that the Commission must consider in conducting its overall localism 

analysis.9  Congress added the new “in-state” programming factor so that the Commission could 

“consider the plight” of viewers in so-called “orphan” counties, who lack access to signals from 

“in-state” stations.10   

Congress made clear, however, that it preserved the original four factors and that this new 

“access to in-state signals” factor is to be considered along with the other four factors.  The new 

“in-state” factor does not replace, supersede, subsume, or in any way change the existing four 

factors, or the framework for how they are to be analyzed.11  Indeed, while Congress added a new 

in-state programming factor to the multi-factor analysis, it did not provide any new or separate 

framework for evaluating orphan county petitions generally or for modifying or waiving the 

application of the original four factors in an orphan county context. 

                                                           
7 47 C.F.R. § 76.59(b)(1)-(6); see also Definition of Markets for Purposes of the Cable 

Television Broadcast Signal Carriage Rules, Order on Reconsideration and Second Report and 

Order, 14 FCC Rcd 8366, FCC 99-116 (1999). 

8 See STELA Reauthorization Act of 2014, Pub. L. 113-200, 128 Stat. 2059 (2014) 

(“STELAR”).  

9 Specifically, the factor addressed “whether modifying the local market of the television 

station would promote consumers’ access to television broadcast station signals that originate in 

their State of residence[.]”  STELAR § 102, 128 Stat. at 2060; 47 U.S.C. § 338(l)(2)(B). 

10 Senate Commerce Committee Report, at 11; STELAR Order, at ¶ 18. 

11 See, e.g., Senate Commerce Committee Report, at 10-11 (explaining that all five factors 

must be taken into account).  
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Most critically, Congress did not state—either explicitly or implicitly—that access to in-

state programming could be dispositive in any market modification proceeding.  Nor did Congress 

suggest that “in-state” programming of statewide interest should be treated as a wholesale proxy 

for “local” programming with respect to counties underserved by “in-state” stations—especially 

with respect to the second statutory factor, the “local service” factor.12   

C. The Commission’s Order Implementing STELAR 

 

Consistent with Congress’s directive, the Commission launched and completed a 

proceeding to implement Section 102 of STELAR.13  In the resulting STELAR Order, the 

Commission heeded Congress’s direction to “consider the plight” of viewers living in orphan 

counties.14  It determined how the new, third, “access to in-state signals” statutory factor should 

be construed, set forth the appropriate weight the new factor should be given, and explained that a 

petitioner will be “afforded credit for satisfying this factor simply by showing that the involved 

station is licensed to a community within the same state as the new community.”15   

But the Commission did not alter or adjust the underlying test for evaluating market 

modification petitions.  Rather, it specifically reaffirmed the totality of the five-factor test in the 

context of considering access to “in-state” signals: 

First, the Commission emphasized the importance of considering all five factors in 

evaluating a market modification request, noting that the new “access to in-state signals” factor “is 

not universally more important than any of the other factors[.]”16  Importantly, the Commission 

                                                           
12 See 47 U.S.C. § 338(l)(2)(B)(ii).  

13 See STELAR Order (MB Docket No. 15-71). 

14 See, e.g., STELAR Order, at ¶¶ 3, 14-15, 28. 

15 STELAR Order, at ¶ 18.   

16 STELAR Order, at ¶ 18.  
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ordered that “the in-state factor does not serve as a trump card negating the other four statutory 

factors.”17 

Second, the Commission maintained the existing framework as to the other four factors, 

particularly the second statutory factor, “local service” by the station subject to market 

modification.  It did not suggest that access to in-state signals alone would be sufficient to satisfy 

the longstanding “local service” factor (in addition to satisfying the third, “access to in-state 

signals” factor) where those in-state stations provide programming of general statewide interest 

but not programming specifically targeted to the local community.  By contrast, the Commission 

explained the crucial difference between the “local service” second factor and the “access to in-

state signals” third factor: 

[U]nder factor two, we consider whether the station has aired 

programming, such as news, politics, sports, weather and other 

emergency information, specifically targeted to the community at 

issue (e.g., town council meeting, news or weather event that 

occurred in the community, local emergencies, etc.).  Under factor 

three, we would consider whether the station has aired 

programming, such as news, politics, sports, emergency 

information, specifically related to the state in which the community 

is located (e.g., coverage of state politics and legislative matters, 

state sports team coverage, state emergency information, etc.).18 

 

Third, the Commission did not modify, lessen, or waive any of the required evidentiary 

factors for petitions seeking to add “in-state” signals or forecast circumstances in which a waiver 

would even be appropriate.19  The Commission specifically made these pre-STELAR, existing 

                                                           
17 STELAR Order, at ¶ 18 (emphasis added).    

18 STELAR Order, at ¶ 18 n.85 (emphasis added).  As set forth in Section III.B., infra, this 

explanation from the Commission proves the error of the Bureau’s contention that “a distinction 

between ‘state-related’ programming and ‘localized programming’. . . simply does not exist in the 

orphan county context.”  La Plata Order, at ¶¶ 43, 52 (emphasis original). 

19 STELAR Order, at ¶ 20 (requiring that market modification requests “must include” at 

least the seven evidentiary requirements set forth in 47 C.F.R. § 76.59(b)(1)-(7)); id. ¶ 22 (holding 

that market modification requests that do not include the required evidence will dismissed).  The 
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evidentiary requirements applicable to market modification for satellite carriage “given the same 

language is used in both the cable and satellite statutory factors and the record provides no basis 

for adopting a different interpretation in the satellite versus cable context.”20  Far from excusing 

noncompliance with these requirements, the Commission reaffirmed the importance of complying 

with them. 

Fourth, a unique feature of market modification proceedings for satellite carriage is that, 

unlike in the cable market modification context, the Commission has permitted county 

governments to file petitions seeking market alterations.  But, the Commission expressly 

recognized the difficulty that county governments might have in providing the required “specific 

evidence to demonstrate the five statutory factors” and “strongly encourage[d] county government 

petitioners to enlist the aid and cooperation of the station they wish to bring to their county” in 

order to “avoid dismissal” due to a lack of sufficient evidence.21  The Commission therefore 

recommends that county governments consult with the affected television station before filing a 

petition for market modification because “without the willing participation of the affected 

broadcaster, modifying the market of a particular television station, in itself, would not result in 

consumer access to that station.”22   

Here, the Petition does not reflect the intent of the Atlanta Stations to authorize carriage of 

their signals on satellite in Hart County, nor does the Petition reflect the programming that those 

stations intend to provide that is specifically targeted to viewers in Hart County—i.e., local news, 

                                                           

Commission added to the six evidentiary requirements that predated STELAR the requirement 

that, when applicable, the petitioner provide a statement that the station is licensed to a community 

within the same state.   

20 STELAR Order, at ¶ 20.   

21 STELAR Order, at ¶ 14. 

22 STELAR Order, at ¶ 14.  
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sports, weather, etc.  The letter from the Georgia Broadcasters Association (GAB) included in the 

Petition does not, and cannot, purport to speak for any of the Atlanta Stations individually.  In any 

event, the GAB states that it “continues to support efforts to negotiate terms of targeted carriage 

arrangements to allow delivery of local, in-state, non-duplicative broadcast programming and to 

increase access to in-state news by Georgia viewers”—an outcome that generally would not 

require any market modification by the FCC.   

D. Not All Orphan Counties Are Similarly Situated 

 

In recent post-STELAR orphan county market modification proceedings, the Media 

Bureau has reduced the importance of geographic proximity tests and historic carriage and ratings 

data; given “substantial weight” to the “in-state” programming factor; and effectively allowed “in-

state” programming to be counted twice by using it as a satisfactory showing of the second factor’s 

“local service.”  Rather than giving “positive” or “negative” weight to the first, second, fourth, and 

fifth factors, the Media Bureau’s post-STELAR decisions have tended to pronounce these factors 

as “neutral” where there is no meaningful evidence to support them,23 so that the only factor given 

any meaningful, positive weight on the scale is the in-state programming factor—which has the 

same practical effect of eliminating the other factors from the scale at all.  The result of this flawed 

                                                           
23 See La Plata Order, at ¶¶ 24-59; Gray Television Licensee, LLC, for Modification of the 

Satellite Television Market for WSAW-TV, Wausau, Wisconsin, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 

32 FCC Rcd 668, DA 17-74 (MB 2017), at ¶¶ 30, 32 (geographic proximity for second factor and 

fourth factor deemed neutral).  In some cases the Media Bureau has found evidence in favor of the 

petitioners on some of those factors where meaningful evidence to support those factors has been 

submitted and there was no opposition filed.  See Harrison County, Texas, Petitions for 

Modification of the Satellite Television Markets of KLTV, Tyler, Texas and KFXK-TV, Longview, 

Texas, Memorandum Opinion and Order, DA 18-573 (MB rel. June 1, 2018) (“Harrison County 

Order”) (Bureau found that evidence demonstrated that one of the in-state stations’ community of 

license of the Texas station was within the county, that the county was largely within the service 

contours of the in-state stations, there was some evidence of historical carriage on cable systems 

with the county, and where there was no opposition to the petitions (and therefore no showing of 

local service by the Shreveport stations)). 
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analysis is that the third factor, access to in-state programming, automatically becomes the 

dispositive factor in orphan county petitions, as the lack of any meaningful evidence regarding the 

other four factors is of little, if any, consequence.   

This analysis is unsupported by STELAR and the STELAR Order.  Among other things, it 

fails to recognize that not all orphan counties are similarly situated within the context of the five 

statutory factors, and that a per se grant of orphan county market modification petitions driven by 

one factor alone is improper.   

For example, orphan counties in some states will have a stronger geographic nexus to an 

“in-state” station than other orphan counties in other states.24  Additionally, in some cases the 

Bureau has determined that some in-state stations may already provide meaningful coverage of 

news and events occurring in orphan counties.25  And evidence of historical carriage and ratings 

data may vary significantly across differently-situated orphan counties.26   Given these differences, 

proper application of all five statutory factors and evidentiary requirements—as mandated by 

                                                           
24 Compare Harrison County Order, at ¶ 24 (“In the instant case, however, Petitioner has 

demonstrated not only that KFXK provides substantial over-the-air coverage of the County, but 

also that the Station offers local service through its programming and connection to the County. 

We thus find that the second statutory factor weighs in favor of the requested modification.”), to 

La Plata Order, at ¶ 53 (“In this case, we find that overall geographic proximity measures do not 

enhance the Petitioner’s case, and we thus consider them neutral.”).  

25 See Harrison County Order, at ¶¶ 23-24; Monongalia County, West Virginia and Preston 

County, West Virginia, Petitions for Modification of the Satellite Markets for WDTV, Weston, West 

Virginia, and WBOY-TV and WVFX, Clarksburg, West Virginia, Memorandum Opinion and 

Order, DA 18-113 (MB rel. Feb. 7, 2018) (“West Virginia Order”), at ¶¶ 22-23, 30-31, 38-39. 

26 See West Virginia Order, at ¶¶ 34, 42 (where evidence provided indicated Nielsen had 

not been able to measure viewing in the subject counties for at least 10 years, factor given neutral 

weight); Electric Plant Board of the City of Russellville, Cumberland Cellular, Inc. d/b/a Duo 

County Telecom, and North Central Telephone Cooperative, Inc., for Modification of the 

Television Market for WBKO(TV), Bowling Green, Kentucky, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 

32 FCC Rcd 10255, DA 17-1183 (MB 2017), at ¶ 15 (where historical Nielsen data demonstrated 

some viewing in the communities at issue, positive weight given); Harrison County Order, at ¶¶ 27, 

34 (where no evidence of viewing patterns presented, negative weight given).  



 

- 10 - 

Congress—must prevent a market modification in circumstances where there is little, if any, local 

nexus between the in-state stations and the orphan counties, particularly as it relates to evidence 

of local programming.   

Although a “one-factor-fits-all-orphan-county-petition” is inappropriate, there are indeed 

situations where the five-factor analysis may support an orphan county’s request for modification.  

For example, it may very well have been appropriate for the Commission to grant market 

modifications filed by West Virginia’s Preston and Monongalia Counties to receive in-state West 

Virginia stations where the petition presented evidence of local signal coverage, extensive local 

programming from the in-state stations, and evidence of historical carriage on cable systems—and 

where the in-state stations at issue provide extensive local coverage of the West Virginia 

University, located in Monongalia County.27  That petition was unopposed. 

Conversely, it was far less appropriate to grant a market modification petition in La Plata 

County, Colorado, where the petitioning county provided little more than a scintilla of evidence of 

meaningful local nexus between the Denver stations and La Plata county, where the Albuquerque 

stations submitted evidence of significant local coverage of the county, and where the crux of the 

petition was effectively based on obtaining access to “local” news in Denver —some 330 miles 

away.  That petition was opposed by the Albuquerque stations.  The Denver stations offered to 

provide their “local, in-state, non-duplicative broadcast programming”28 (for which a market 

                                                           
27 See West Virginia Order. 

28 Petition for Special Relief (KDVR) of La Plata County, Colorado, MB Docket 16-366 

(filed Sept. 7, 2016), at Exhibit H; Petition for Special Relief (KCNC) of La Plata County, 

Colorado, MB Docket 16-367 (filed Sept. 7, 2016), at Exhibit H; Petition for Special Relief 

(KMGH) of La Plata County, Colorado, MB Docket 16-368 (filed Sept. 7, 2016), at Exhibit H; 

and Petition for Special Relief (KUSA) of La Plata County, Colorado, MB Docket 16-369 (filed 

Sept. 7, 2016), at Exhibit H.  
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modification would not be required), but they did not express a desire to provide their duplicating 

network and syndicated programming (for which a market modification would be required). 

 In sum, modifying a local television market to promote access to in-state programming of 

statewide interest without evidence of a meaningful local nexus between the county and the in-

state station does not comport with STELAR, the Commission’s STELAR Order, or the principles 

of localism embedded in the statutory factors and evidentiary requirements.  

II. The Petition Fails to Comply with Evidentiary Standards Required by the 

Commission’s Rules. 

 

A. DISH’s Feasibility Response Includes Conditions that Would Frustrate the 

Desired Goal of the Petition. 

  

STELAR provides that a market modification “shall not create additional carriage 

obligations for a satellite carrier if it is not technically and economically feasible for such carrier 

to accomplish such carriage by means of its satellites in operation at the time of the 

determination.”29  In its STELAR Order, the Commission stated that “[t]he Commission will not 

proceed to evaluate the five factors for a market modification with respect to a particular satellite 

carrier where it is shown that the resulting carriage obligation would not be technically and 

economically feasible at the time of the market determination.”30 

At the outset, it should be noted that the feasibility certifications submitted with the Petition 

are now more than two years old.  Particularly in the case of DISH, which expressly reserved the 

right to amend its response based on technical or economic infeasibility, the Petition should be 

                                                           
29 47 U.S.C. § 338(l)(3)(A). 

30 STELAR Order, at ¶ 30. 
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denied or, at the very least, required to be supplemented with new certifications from DISH and 

DIRECTV.31  

 Further, the response from DISH, included as Petitioner’s Exhibit A, states that DISH may 

not, in fact, be technically or economically infeasible to retransmit the Atlanta Stations under 

certain conditions.  DISH’s reservations as to feasibility highlights the uncertainties and costs to 

consumers associated with a market modification.  DISH notes that, even if Hart County is added 

to the markets of the Atlanta Stations, DISH cannot guarantee that it will be able to successfully 

reach an agreement with the Atlanta Stations to carry those stations in Hart County.32  That is 

because the Atlanta Stations may or may not be able to reach an economic agreement with DISH 

regarding the terms for retransmission consent.  In fact, DISH suggests that if any of the four 

Atlanta Stations were to deny DISH the right to retransmit its signal into Hart County, “it may be 

either technically or economically infeasible, or both, for DISH to launch a customer offering with 

only the remaining stations that did grant retransmission consent.”33  DISH further reserves the 

right to “charge additional fees” to subscribers in Hart County who want to receive the Atlanta 

Stations, and maintains that “[w]ithout the ability to offset the additional costs associated with a 

market modification, it would be ‘economically infeasible’ pursuant to 47 CFR 76.59(e) for DISH 

to comply with a market modification ordered by the FCC.”34 

                                                           
31 See 47 U.S.C. § 338(l)(3); see also Gray Television Licensee, LLC, for Modification of 

the Television Market for WYMT-TV, Hazard, Kentucky, Memorandum Opinion and Order, DA 

18-500 (MB rel. May 16, 2018) (denying market modification due, in part, to showing of technical 

and economic infeasibility). 

32 See Petition, at Exhibit A.  

33 See Petition, at Exhibit A.  

34 See Petition, at Exhibit A.  
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 DISH’s response, therefore, conditions feasibility upon both (i) reaching an economic 

retransmission consent agreement with all of the Atlanta Stations, and (ii) charging a fee to Hart 

County residents to receive such signals.  This scenario does not square with the responses of the 

Georgia Association of Broadcasters or the residents of Hart County.  The GAB letter focuses on 

carriage of local, nonduplicative programming of the Atlanta Stations, and there is no submission 

from Hart County demonstrating that all of the Atlanta Stations have committed to negotiate with 

DISH for the right to retransmit their full signals, including all of the network and syndicated 

programming.  Further, the Board’s own survey reveals that 43 percent of Hart County residents 

are not willing to pay extra for Atlanta Stations, and only 19 percent of residents are willing to pay 

extra.35  The Board’s own evidence, then, reveals that a market modification may not have the 

desired outcome sought by many residents of Hart County—the immediate addition of the Atlanta 

Stations to DISH at no extra charge to consumers—and that the feasibility of carriage of any 

Atlanta Station on DISH is uncertain at best.  

 B. The Petition Lacks Required Evidence. 

The Petition does not include required evidence of (i) exhibits establishing historic carriage 

of the in-state stations in Hart County, and (ii) published audience data for the relevant in-state 

station or other “specific audience indicia.”  The failure to comply with these procedural 

evidentiary requirements is grounds for dismissal,36 so the Board (unable to show them) asks the 

Commission to waive these evidentiary requirements. 

                                                           
35 See Petition, at Exhibit G.  

36 See, e.g., Sagamorehill Broadcasting of Wyoming/Northern Colorado, LLC, 

Memorandum Opinion and Order, 22 FCC Rcd 12944, DA 07-3205 (MB 2007) (dismissing 

petition for failure to provide required data); Withers Broadcasting Company of West Virginia, 

Memorandum Opinion and Order, 20 FCC Rcd 17890, DA 05-2926 (MB 2005) (same). 
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The Opposition Parties acknowledge that the Media Bureau has recently waived certain 

evidentiary requirements in market modification petitions filed by other orphan counties. But 

nothing in the Commission’s STELAR Order contemplates a blanket waiver of evidentiary 

requirements for orphan county petitions solely because they are orphan counties.  Nor does it 

suggest that certain evidentiary requirements are not applicable to orphan county petitions.  Rather, 

the Commission’s STELAR Order implementing the “in-state” factor adopts the existing 

evidentiary requirements, and it explicitly references the need for county governments to “provide 

specific evidence to demonstrate the five statutory factors.”37  Here, the County’s failure to provide 

evidence of historical carriage and ratings data, and other omissions, renders the Petition 

procedurally defective and subject to dismissal, and it also reflects the substantive failure to meet 

the first and third statutory factors, as discussed in more detail below.   

III. The Statutory Factors Do Not Support Market Modification. 

 

 Four of the five statutory factors weigh against modification because the Petition, on its 

face, demonstrates that the Board is entitled to no enhancement under these factors.  First, the 

Board acknowledges that the signals of the Atlanta Stations are not historically carried in Hart 

County.38  Second, the Board does not offer evidence of local programming with a nexus to Hart 

County—i.e., coverage of local news, weather, sports, or any issues relevant to the specific needs 

and interests of Hart County viewers.  Nor does the Board provide evidence that the Atlanta 

Stations intend to provide or invest in such programming.  Indeed, the Board’s own evidence 

shows that the Atlanta Stations provide no meaningful technical coverage of Hart County.39 Third, 

                                                           
37 STELAR Order, at ¶ 14. 

38 See Petition, at Section III(5). 

39 See Petition, at Exhibits D and F.  
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the Board does not establish that the In-Market Stations fail to provide localized programming of 

interest to Hart County viewers.  Finally, the Board offers no evidence that the Atlanta Stations 

achieve any meaningful audience share in Hart County.   

The “in-state” programming factor supports grant of the Petition for the simple reason that 

the Atlanta Stations would provide “Georgia” programming to Hart County residents, as this factor 

essentially automatically favors every orphan county market modification petition because it was 

designed by Congress to do so.  But Congress did not design a system where the “in-state” 

programming factor would supersede or otherwise excuse consideration of the other factors and 

allow access to statewide programming to be elevated above localized programming specifically 

targeted to the needs and interests of local communities.  

A. Historical Carriage   

 

The Board does not provide any evidence that the Atlanta Stations have been historically 

carried on any MVPD systems within Hart County.  As set forth in the Opposition Parties’ Exhibits 

A through D attached hereto, the In-Market Stations have been historically carried on the cable 

and satellite systems in Hart County.  In particular, WSPA is carried on Channel 7 on both DISH 

and DIRECTV and has been carried on those providers since at least 1999, as well as on cable 

systems serving Hart County for many years.40  WHNS is carried on Channel 21 on both DISH 

and DIRECTV and has been carried on those providers since at least 2000, as well as on cable 

systems serving Hart County for many years.41  WYFF is carried on DISH and DIRECTV on 

Channel 4 and has been carried on those providers since they began providing local-into-local 

                                                           
40 See Opposition Parties’ Exhibit B, Declaration of Mark Higgins (“Higgins Decl.”), at ¶ 

4. 

41 See Opposition Parties’ Exhibit A, Declaration of Les Vann (“Vann Decl.”), at ¶ 4. 
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service in Hart County, as well as on cable systems serving Hart County for many years.42  WLOS 

is carried on Channel 13 on both DISH and DIRECTV and appears to have been carried on those 

providers in Hart County since at least 2000, as well as on cable systems serving Hart County for 

many years.43   

The lack of historical carriage of the Atlanta Stations and the evidence of historical carriage 

of the In-Market Stations weighs against market modification.44 

B. Coverage and Local Service to Hart County  

 

To analyze a station’s coverage or local service, the Commission considers a station’s 

signal contour coverage over the communities, its proximity to the communities in mileage, and 

its provision of programming with a distinct nexus to the communities.45  In this case, the coverage 

or local service factor weighs against market modification. 

                                                           
42 See Opposition Parties’ Exhibit C, Declaration of John Humphries (“Humphries Decl.”), 

at ¶ 4. 

43 See Opposition Parties’ Exhibit D, Declaration of Joseph Fishleigh (“Fishleigh Decl.”), 

at ¶ 4. 

44 See Cablevision of Monmouth, Inc. for Modification of the ADI Market for Station 

WMBC-TV, Newton, NJ; Complaint of Mountain Broadcasting Corp. against Cablevision of 

Monmouth, Inc. Request for Carriage, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 11 FCC Rcd 9314, DA 

96-1266 (CSB 1996) (“Monmouth Order”), at ¶ 19 (concluding that, with respect to a specialized 

format station, “the lack of historical carriage and the dearth of audience is evidential significance 

when linked with other information regarding the market, including lack of Grade B coverage, 

geographic distance, and the absence of noncable audience share in the relevant communities.  In 

these instances, we cannot discount the stations’ existing carriage and audience as proper 

indicators of the scope of its market area.”) 

45 See California-Oregon Broadcasting, Inc. d/b/a Crestview Cable Communications, for 

Modification of the DMA for Stations: KFXO, NPG of Oregon, Inc., Bend, OR; KOHD, Three 

Sisters Broadcasting LLC, Bend, OR; KVTZ, NPG of Oregon, Inc., Bend, OR, Memorandum 

Opinion and Order, 29 FCC Rcd 3833, DA 14-506 (2014), at ¶ 16. 
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 (a) Geographic Nexus and Technical Service 

The evidence of signal contour coverage submitted with Exhibit F of the Petition is 

inadequate to demonstrate any meaningful technical coverage of Hart County by the Atlanta 

Stations, and the Board does not contend otherwise.46  By contrast, as demonstrated in the 

Opposition Parties’ Exhibit E, each In-Market Station’s noise limited service contour (NLSC) 

contains all or most of Hart County.   

As demonstrated in Opposition Parties’ Exhibit F, which corresponds to the County’s 

Exhibit D, evidence of the strength of broadcast signals received in Hartwell, Georgia (the Hart 

County seat) shows that the In-Market Stations deliver strong NLSC service to Hartwell, while 

NLSC service from the Atlanta Stations is weak to non-existent in the same location.  The relevant 

statistic is the column labeled “NM(db),” which shows the amount above or (if negative) below 

NLSC service at the location for each station listed.  The data in this column shows that the Atlanta 

Stations have exceptionally weak (negative) NLSC coverage at Hartwell, Georgia, while the In-

Market Stations provide strong NLSC coverage to Hartwell. Indeed, the stations at the top of the 

chart—the In-Market Stations—provide the strongest NLSC coverage to Hartwell. 

The statements made in the Petition about over-the-air signal strength refer to an Exhibit 

E, but no exhibit labeled E was submitted with the as-filed Petition. As such, the data reported in 

Exhibit E is not available to be rebutted.47  However, to the extent the Petition references to “signal 

strength” are tied to the geographic distance of the transmitter sites to Hartwell, Georgia, it must 

                                                           
46 Indeed, a single contour map for WAGA-TV was submitted with Exhibit F of the 

Petition. That is hardly sufficient evidence to support the Petition. Nonetheless, the missing 

contour maps for the other three Atlanta Stations would similarly demonstrate lack of technical 

coverage. 

47 See Petition, at Section III(2). 
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be noted that geographic distance to Hart County from the transmitter site is not the same as 

strength of over-the-air signals received in Hart County.    

As to geographic distances, the Commission has previously found in the cable context that 

distances of 59-84 miles are “geographically distant.”48  Here, the County’s own evidence 

presented in Exhibit D (“Dist miles” column) demonstrates that the distances from the transmitters 

of the Atlanta Stations and Hartwell are approximately 90 miles (WXIA), 89 miles (WAGA), 89 

miles (WGCL), and 57 miles (WSB), and that the driving distances from the transmitter sites to 

the County are 82 miles (WXIA), 79 miles (WAGA), 79 miles (WGCL), and 86 miles (WSB).49 

The Petition’s purported evidence of “shopping” patterns does not demonstrate a sufficient 

nexus between the Atlanta Stations and Hart County.  The Opposition Parties submit that this 

survey lacks any scientific validity where it fails to provide any information about sample selection 

or other methodology and no evidence of statistical significance. Yet, even within the results as 

presented, the respondents do the largest percentage of their shopping “locally.”  The evidence 

does not demonstrate that a substantial number of citizens commute to work in Atlanta or otherwise 

rely on Atlanta for regular shopping or services in a manner that would demonstrate any 

meaningful geographic nexus to the community.   

As discussed herein, this is a case where the orphan county in question lacks geographic 

nexus and technical coverage, but that is not necessarily so in every market modification case.    

For example, in a recent decision granting a market modification by Harrison County, Texas, to 

                                                           
48 See Monmouth Order, at ¶ 17 (describing distances of 59-84 miles as “geographically 

distant”). 

49 See Petition, at III(1)(b).  Again, there are inconsistencies in the County’s reference to 

exhibits in the Petition’s text and the actual exhibits attached to the as-filed petition.  There is no 

“Exhibit D” that shows the driving distances cited in the Petition.    
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add two in-state Texas stations, the Bureau found that the stations’ service contours included the 

county and one of the stations’ community of license was actually located in the county.50  

 (b) Local Service 

  Most notably, neither the Petition nor the programming guides of the Atlanta Stations 

submitted by the Board demonstrate any significant coverage of local programming “specifically 

targeted” to Hart County.51  Rather, the Petition appears to rely on Atlanta programming of 

“Georgia” news.  There is no evidence that the Atlanta Stations currently cover local news, 

weather, sports, issues, political races, or events in Hart County.  Nor is there evidence that the 

Atlanta Stations would provide such localized coverage if the Petition is granted.   

The lack of any evidence of localized programming from the Atlanta Stations specifically 

targeted to Hart County is important because the Commission has clearly delineated the distinction 

between locally-targeted programming in factor two and state-related programming in factor three:    

[U]nder factor two, we consider whether the station has aired 

programming, such as news, politics, sports, weather and other 

emergency information, specifically targeted to the community at 

issue (e.g., town council meeting, news or weather event that 

occurred in the community, local emergencies, etc.).  Under factor 

three, we would consider whether the station has aired 

programming, such as news, politics, sports, emergency 

information, specifically related to the state in which the community 

is located (e.g., coverage of state politics and legislative matters, 

state sports team coverage, state emergency information, etc.).52 

 

This distinction is also important to avoid the improper “double counting” of programming 

that is “state-related” programming for factor three purposes, by also considering the same 

programming to be “local programming” for factor two purposes.  If availability of “state-related” 

                                                           
50 See Harrison County Order, at ¶¶ 22, 29.  

51 See Petition, at Exhibits H and I. 

52 STELAR Order, at ¶ 18 n.85 (emphasis added).   
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programming relevant to Georgians generally is sufficient to satisfy both factor three and factor 

two, then the clear demarcation between factors two and three outlined in both the statute and in 

the Commission’s STELAR Order is eradicated, and every orphan county would meet the “local 

service” requirement in factor two without having to provide any evidence of local programming 

specifically targeted to the orphan county.  Factor two would be rendered wholly superfluous 

because it would be subsumed by factor three.   

The Atlanta Stations’ provision of Atlanta programming and state-related programming is 

not a substitute for the provision of localized programming that specifically targets the needs and 

interests of Hart County viewers, as required by the second factor.53  It is true, of course, that some 

state-related programming can certainly be a component of localism.54  But Congress never 

intended for programming of statewide interest to be a proxy for localized programming 

specifically targeted to the local community under the second factor.  Such a result would run 

counter to the very principle of localism and broadcasters’ public interest obligation to air 

programming “relevant to the tastes, needs and desires of the public they are licensed to serve.”55  

There is no basis to suggest that all Georgians—from Savannah on the coast to Dade County in 

                                                           
53 See STELAR Order, at ¶ 18, n. 85.  

54 The Media Bureau has previously cited the Senate Commerce Committee Report on 

STELAR as evidence that “local” programming includes “in-state” programming.  See La Plata 

Order, at ¶ 22. But the portion of the Senate Commerce Committee Report to which the Bureau 

cites for the proposition that “local programming” is to include “programming originating from 

and about the State in which a consumer resides” does not deal with statutory factor two, or factor 

three, or any of the other factors.54  In fact, that portion of the Senate Commerce Committee Report 

does not pertain to Section 102 of the Act or market modification petitions at all.  Rather, it deals 

with Section 205 of the Act, wherein Congress explained that the Commission could consider “in-

state programming” to be “local programming” for the purposes of drafting a Commission “report 

to various named congressional committees on DMAs.”   

55 Deregulation of Radio, Report and Order, 84 FCC 2d 968, FCC 81-17 (1981), at ¶ 32 

(quoting En Banc Programming Inquiry Statement, 44 FCC 2303, 2314 (1960)). 
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the in the Appalachians—can have their “local” needs and interests adequately addressed solely 

through local or state political news from Atlanta, coverage of the Atlanta sports teams,  and other 

Atlanta- or Georgia-focused programming.   

Granting a market modification without meaningful evidence of a local nexus beyond 

programming of general statewide interest risks disrupting the economics of the local television 

marketplace without any corresponding benefit to localism.  Indeed, the Commission itself has 

recognized that not every in-state station necessarily has an incentive to invest in providing 

localized programming that specifically targets the needs and interests of specific local 

communities, particularly when the location of the in-state station is geographically distant and 

demographically distinct from the community at issue.56  The Commission recognized this 

marketplace reality when it recently rejected calls to depart from the existing DMA structure: 

[C]hanging the market of a particular county from one DMA to 

another that is potentially composed of counties from the same state 

as the county may not necessarily increase the amount of local 

programming that the county receives due to the economics of 

broadcast television and the ability (or inability) to serve a 

geographically distant, but in-state county.57 

 

 There are, of course, situations where certain orphan counties have presented evidence of 

significant coverage of local programming specifically targeted to their communities.  A recent 

example involved Preston and Monongalia Counties in West Virginia.58  The Media Bureau found 

that the in-state stations at issue aired county-specific programming that included high school 

                                                           
56 See In-State Broadcast Programming: Report to Congress Pursuant To Section 304 of 

the Satellite Television Extension and Localism Act of 2010, Report, 26 FCC Rcd 11919, DA 11-

1454 (MB 2011), at ¶ 48 (summarizing comments and examples submitted by National 

Association of Broadcasters). 

57 2016 In-State Programming Report, at ¶ 88. 

58 See West Virginia Order.  
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sports, major weather events, major arrests, crime sprees, road closures, and economic 

development projects aimed at certain neighborhoods in the counties.59  The in-state stations also 

provided “extensive coverage” of West Virginia University, which is located in Monongalia 

County itself—an example of programming of statewide interest that was also, simultaneously, a 

matter of particular “local” interest to the residents of the orphaned county.60  In that case, the 

evidence of “local service” was based on far more than local news from a distant In-State 

community (where the in-state stations were located (i.e., Clarksburg, West Virginia, the 

equivalent of Atlanta news in the present matter), or programming of interest to West Virginians 

generally.  Rather, the petitions in the West Virginia proceeding demonstrated a history of the in-

state stations’ provision of local service to the orphan counties—based on locally-oriented 

programming—sufficient to satisfy the local service factor. 

 Similarly, as discussed above, in the petition to add Harrison County, Texas to the local 

television market of in-state Texas stations, Harrison County was largely or entirely within the 

service contours of the Texas stations and, with respect to local programming coverage, the 

petitioners submitted examples of Harrison-specific news, sports, and weather stories.61 Such 

evidence, however, is entirely lacking in this case.  There is no evidence in the record that the 

Atlanta Stations are providing any such technical or local programming coverage to Hart County 

now, or that the Atlanta Stations plan to do so in the event of a market modification.  Under the 

circumstances specific to this orphan county, factor two does not support market modification.  

                                                           
59 See West Virginia Order, at ¶¶ 22-23.  

60 See West Virginia Order, at ¶ 24.   

61 See Harrison County Order, at ¶¶ 22-23, 29-30. 
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C. Access to In-State TV Broadcast Signals   

 

The FCC’s STELAR Order presumes consumer access to in-state television signals is 

sufficient to satisfy this factor, and it is undisputed that the Atlanta Stations provide programming 

related to Georgia.  But there should be no additional weight given to this factor in this case—

especially in light of the evidence that the In-Market Stations provide coverage of local news and 

issues of interest to Hart County. 

D. Coverage by Other Stations of News, Issues, and Events of Interest to Hart 

County 

 

The Petition offers no evidence that the In-Market Stations fail to provide coverage of 

news, weather, sports, issues, and events of interest to Hart County viewers.  Instead, the evidence 

attached as Opposition Parties’ Exhibits A-D reflects that the In-Market Stations serve viewers 

living in Hart County, Elbert County, Franklin County, and Stephens County and their 

communities (the portions of Georgia that are in the In-Market Stations’ DMA) in numerous ways, 

including through routine and consistent coverage of a significant number of regular local weather, 

news, sports, and election stories, as well as coverage of Georgia-oriented sports (in addition to 

North and South Carolina sports, which are also of interest to Hart County viewers).   

In recent months, for example, the In-Market Stations have reported on numerous stories 

specific to Hart County, and the stations routinely cover local news of interest to viewers in 

Northeast Georgia, including Hart County, that involve local government, crime, and economic 

development.62  In addition, WHNS, WSPA, and WYFF regularly provide Hart County weather 

information, including severe weather alerts, school closings, forecasts, and election results.63  The 

In-Market Stations also routinely provide coverage of Georgia-centric sports during their 

                                                           
62 See Opposition Parties’ Exhibits A-D. 

63 See Opposition Parties’ Exhibits A-C. 
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newscasts, including coverage of the Atlanta Braves, University of Georgia football, the Atlanta 

Falcons, the Masters’ golf tournament, and more.64  The In-Market Stations provide additional, 

supplemental coverage of the same types on their websites as well, including, in many cases, online 

stories targeted to Hart, Elbert, Franklin, and Stephens Counties and their communities.65   

The Petition complains that viewers in Hart County want to see Atlanta Falcons football 

games instead of Carolina Panthers games and that they would prefer to receive more coverage of 

the Georgia Bulldogs and less coverage of the Clemson Tigers.  But the evidence reveals that these 

generalizations are unsupported by the evidence with respect to coverage, and that market 

modification would be a solution in search of a problem. 

With respect to pro sports, the Atlanta Falcons played nine games on FOX last year, two 

games on NBC, two games on CBS, and two games on ESPN.66  Of these 16 games, only five of 

them were played at the same time as the Carolina Panthers.67  This means that at least eleven of 

the 16 Atlanta Falcons games should have been available to viewers in Hart County, either through 

the In-Market Stations or on ESPN.   Petitioners’ focus on access (or purported lack thereof) to 

coverage of the Atlanta United Major League Soccer team would not be affected by market 

modification, as the majority of the United’s soccer games air on FOX sports cable channels—and 

                                                           
64 See Opposition Parties’ Exhibits A-D. 

65 See Opposition Parties’ Exhibits A-D. 

66 See “A Week by Week Look at the Falcons’ 2017 Schedule,” AJC.com (April 20, 2017), 

available at https://www.ajc.com/sports/football/week-week-look-the-falcons-2017-

schedule/mpY93tW35r6s4cxHhjRbPP/. 

67 See “2017 Carolina Panthers Schedule,” charlotteobserver.com (April 20, 2017), 

available at http://www.charlotteobserver.com/sports/nfl/carolina-

panthers/article145877524.html. 
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occasionally on FOX.68  Viewers watching the In-Market Stations and viewers watching the 

Atlanta Stations have identical access to these games.   

With respect to college teams, the complaints about favoring Georgia over Clemson are 

betrayed by the availability of coverage of both teams by the In-Market stations and on cable 

networks.  Clemson plays in the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC), and ACC games generally are 

broadcast on television on ABC or the ACC Network.  Georgia plays in the Southeastern 

Conference (SEC), and SEC games air on broadcast television on CBS.  When Clemson and 

Georgia games do not air on ABC or CBS, respectively, they may air on cable sports channels 

such as ESPN or the SEC Network.  In other words, there should be few, if any, scenarios in which 

Hart County viewers are unable to watch a Georgia Bulldogs game because of a competing 

Clemson Tigers game airing on one of the In-Market Stations.   

In addition, the Dabo Swinney Show (the head football coach of Clemson) airing on WSPA 

pulls solid ratings in these Georgia counties—better, in fact, in some of those counties than in 

certain South Carolina counties.69  And, by car, Hartwell, Georgia, is approximately 36 miles away 

from Clemson, South Carolina and 41 miles away from Athens, Georgia.70  In short, the college 

football allegiances of Hart County residents are not so easily defined by the state boundary lines 

as the Petition would lead one to believe. 

   Finally, the Petition makes much of the fact that some of the In-Market Stations promote 

themselves with various “Carolina”-specific branding.  It is undisputed that the overwhelming 

                                                           
68 See “2018 Atlanta United TV Schedule,” dirtysouthsoccer.com (March 2, 2018), 

available at https://www.dirtysouthsoccer.com/2018/1/4/16850088/2018-atlanta-united-tv-

schedule. 

69 See Higgins Decl., at ¶ 6. 

70 Clemson to Hartwell and Athens to Hartwell driving distances are available at 

htt://www.google.com/maps. 
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majority of the Opposition Parties’ viewers are located in South Carolina and North Carolina.  It 

is only natural that a station may reflect that statistical fact when developing promotional 

campaigns.  But it is not a station’s marketing that matters here; instead, the relevant evidence is 

that of local service to Hart County provided by the In-Market Stations—which is amply 

demonstrated in Opposition Parties’ Exhibits A-D. 

E. Viewing Patterns in Hart County   

 

The Petition offers no evidence relating to viewing patterns and audience share of the 

Atlanta Stations in Hart County.  The Opposition Parties have reviewed Nielsen data for the In-

Market Stations and the Atlanta Stations and submit that the data demonstrates that viewers in Hart 

County prefer the In-Market Stations over the Atlanta Stations.  

V. Conclusion 

 

 The Petition seeks nothing more than a market modification based on the fact that Hart 

County residents do not receive programming from the Atlanta Stations.  The Petition should be 

denied because (i) the Petition lacks the required evidence to support their requested relief, and (ii) 

the Petition fails upon any analysis of all five statutory factors.  To grant a modification on these 

facts would require the Commission to turn a blind eye to all but one statutory factor—access to 

in-state programming.  For all of these reasons, the Petition should be denied. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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 Mark J. Prak 
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 Elizabeth Spainhour 

 Timothy G. Nelson 
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Counsel to WYFF Hearst Television Inc., Meredith 

Corporation, Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc., and 

WLOS Licensee LLC 

 

September 6, 2018 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

DECLARATION AND VERIFICATION OF LES VANN 

  



 

 

Declaration and Verification of Les Vann 
 

 I, Les Vann, hereby declare, under penalty of perjury, as follows: 

 

1. I am greater than eighteen years of age and am competent to make this Declaration 

and Verification. 

 

2. I am the Vice President and General Manager of WHNS(TV) (“WHNS”), 

Greenville, South Carolina, and I have held this position since April 2017.  

 

3. WHNS is the Fox affiliate for the Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson 

Designated Market Area.  WHNS serves four counties located in Georgia, including Hart County, 

Franklin County, Elbert County, and Stephens County.  

 

4. WHNS has been carried on DIRECTV and DISH in Hart County, Georgia, at least 

since February of 2000 (DIRECTV) and September of 2000 (DISH) in the Greenville-

Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson DMA.  WHNS is carried on Channel 21on DISH and on Channel 

21 on DIRECTV in Hart County.  

 

5. WHNS regularly provides local news, weather, school closings, and EAS alerts, 

and other information of local interest to the residents of Hart County and the other three Georgia 

Counties in the DMA.  Since February 2016, WHNS has aired dozens of stories focused on Hart 

County, Franklin County, Elbert County, Stephens County, and their communities.  Some recent 

examples are attached to this Declaration as Attachments 1, 2, and 3. 

 

6. WHNS aired two Atlanta United soccer games during the team’s inaugural season 

in 2017 and two games during the team’s 2018 season.   

 

7. WHNS aired ten Atlanta Falcons games during the 2016 regular season and 5 

Atlanta Falcons games during the 2017 regular season. 

 

8. I verify that the factual matters contained in the foregoing Joint Opposition to 

Petition for Special Relief are true and correct to the best of my information, knowledge, and belief. 

 

 

[signature appears on the following page] 





 

 

  
ATTACHMENT 1 

 

EXAMPLES OF WHNS PROGRAMMING COVERING HART COUNTY 

  



 

 

Hartwell mission group comes home after being stranded in Haiti 

Posted: Jul 07, 2018 12:24 PM EDT Updated: Aug 10, 2018 12:36 AM EDT 

By Dal Kalsi and Amanda Shaw and Savannah Sondov 

 

HARTWELL, GA (FOX Carolina) - 

A group of missionaries from Hartwell, Georgia who have been stranded in Haiti were finally able to come 
home. 

Pastor Jason Webb of Mount Olivet Baptist Church said he and 21 others spent a great week in Haiti 
serving the Lord, but the U.S. Embassy ordered them not to leave their mission camp headquarters 
Saturday due to protests and road blocks between the camp and the airport in Port Au Prince. 

Hartwell church mission group stranded in Haiti amid riots 

 

Posted: Jul 09, 2018 11:49 AM EDT 

By Amanda Shaw 

A mission trip group from Mt. Olivet Baptist in Hartwell, Georgia, is unable to come home as planned amid 
violence and protests in Haiti. (7/9/18) 



 

 

 
 
 

'Teeth and claws tearing at me': Grandma strangles rabid bobcat with bare hands 

during attack 

Posted: Jun 15, 2018 3:51 PM EDTUpdated: Jul 13, 2018 3:51 PM EDT 

By Amanda Shaw and Brandon LaVorgna 

 

  

Photo of rabid bobcat before attack (Source: DeDe Phillips) 

HARTWELL, GA (FOX Carolina) – 
 
A grandmother in Hart County said she has seen bobcats before, but never like the one she encountered 
last week. 
 
DeDe Phillips was walking to her truck on June 7 when she heard a neighbor's dog barking and spotted a 
bobcat by one of her vehicles. She went to take a picture of the bobcat but said she knew something 
wasn't right when started coming closer. 

 

Dispatch: Fire crews respond to mobile home fire in Hart Co. 

Posted: May 15, 2018 10:21 PM EDTUpdated: Jun 12, 2018 10:21 PM EDT 

 

HART COUNTY, Ga. (FOX Carolina) - 

Fire crews are responded to a mobile home fire on Pearl Road in Hart County Tuesday evening, dispatch 
confirms. 
 
The call came in around 9:15 p.m.  Dispatch does not know how extensive the fire is at this time.  There 
are no reported injuries. 
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Hart Co. deputies seek homicide suspect; considered armed and dangerous 
Posted: Mar 02, 2018 5:02 PM ESTUpdated: Apr 01, 2018 4:30 PM EDT 

By Savannah Sondov 

 Tyrus Clark. (Source: Hart Co. Sheriff's Office). 

HART COUNTY, Ga. (FOX Carolina) – 
 
The Hart County Sheriff's Office is seeking a suspect in connection with a homicide. 
Deputies said they responded to a call of suspicious activity on Eagle Grove School Road Friday morning 
around 8:00 a.m.  
 
The body of 43-year-old Marilyn Patrice Rucker Clark was found on scene, deputies said.  
 

Five firefighters treated for chemical exposure after battling house fire 

Posted: Apr 28, 2018 10:10 PM EDTUpdated: May 29, 2018 12:21 PM EDT  

Scene of Hart Co. house fire (Source: Mercedes Cole) 

HARTWELL, GA (FOX Carolina) – 
 
Officials with Hart County Fire Department said five firefighters were sent to the hospital following a house 
fire on Saturday. 
 
The fire started at home on Anderson Highway around 7 p.m.  Fire officials said the firefighters were 
hospitalized at AnMed due to possible exposure to a chemical. 
  

Hartwell mayor confirms health insurance cancellations for city employees 

Posted: Apr 03, 2018 6:17 PM EDTUpdated: May 01, 2018 6:17 PM EDT 

 
HARTWELL, GA (FOX Carolina) – 
 
The mayor of Hartwell confirmed on Tuesday that the city will no longer provide health insurance for its 
employees. The change will go in to effect on May 1. 
  

http://whns.images.worldnow.com/images/16655094_G.jpg?auto=webp&disable=upscale&width=800&lastEditedDate=20180430172753
http://whns.images.worldnow.com/images/16655094_G.jpg?auto=webp&disable=upscale&width=800&lastEditedDate=20180430172753
http://whns.images.worldnow.com/images/16240662_G.jpg?auto=webp&disable=upscale&width=800&lastEditedDate=20180304163018
http://whns.images.worldnow.com/images/16655094_G.jpg?auto=webp&disable=upscale&width=800&lastEditedDate=20180430172753
http://whns.images.worldnow.com/images/15783731_G.jpg?auto=webp&disable=upscale&width=800&lastEditedDate=20180413052013


 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 
 

LIST OF WHNS STORIES COVERING  

HART, ELBERT, FRANKLIN, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES 

  



 

 

WHNS NEWS STORIES COVERING  

HART, ELBERT, FRANKLIN, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES 

 
COUNTY STORY SLUG                                 ON-AIR        DATE  
 

HART Firefighters battling blaze at Georgia canola plant NO 9-Dec-16 

HART Woman killed in rollover crash in Hart Co. NO 3-Feb-17 

HART Storms sent trees crashing down, partially tore roofs off homes in Hart Co. YES 6-Apr-17 

HART Severe storm rips through Hart County YES 6-Apr-17 

HART Deputies seek armed and dangerous suspect in Hart Co.  YES 13-Jul-17 

HART Nestle Purina brings hundreds of jobs, $320 million investment to Hart Co. YES 27-Sep-17 

HART Sheriff identifies 23-year-old drowning victim pulled from Lake Hartwell YES 29-Nov-17 

HART Hart County teacher charged with child molestation YES 7-Dec-17 

HART DHEC conducting SC investigation after confirmed cases of drug-resistant TB in Northeast GA  YES 30-Jan-18 

HART Deputies: Man arrested after child porn found during burglary investigation YES 1-Feb-18 

HART Hart County deputies seek suspect wanted in homicide  YES 2-Mar-18 

HART Man accused of killing wife, a mother of 3, arrested in Anderson Co.  YES 7-Mar-18 

HART Hartwell mayor confirms health insurance cancellations for city employees YES 3-Apr-18 

HART Doctor who practiced in Upstate, NE Georgia arrested on child molestation charges YES 10-Apr-18 

HART Police: Grandmother arrested after baby killed in dog attacked received multiple past citations YES 12-Apr-18 

HART Five firefighters treated for chemical exposure after battling house fire YES 28-Apr-18 

HART Hart Co. deputies seek suspect wanted in homicide (update) YES 2-Mar-18 

HART Dispatch: fire crews working to control house fire in Hart Co.  YES 15-May-18 

HART Hart County grandma strangles bobcat during attack YES 15-Jun-18 

HART Hartwell mission group stranded in Haiti amid riots YES 7-Jul 

HART Hartwell mission group comes home from Haiti  YES 13-Jul-18 

 

STEPHENS Toccoa home destroyed in fire YES 13-Feb-16 

STEPHENS Inmate dies after being found unresponsive in Stephens Co. jail  NO 26-Feb-16 

STEPHENS Deputies searching for stolen giraffe statue, possibly spooted in Anderson Co.  NO 13-Apr-17 

STEPHENS Upstate law enforcement, Hazmat respond after unknown substance found in Toccoa, GA NO 22-Jun-17 

STEPHENS Georgia State Patrol identifies 3 teens killed in Stephens Co. crash  YES 30-Jul-17 

STEPHENS Investigators issue 30 arrest warrants, seize one pound of meth in 8-month-long drug bust YES 31-Jul-17 

STEPHENS Troopers: Upstate man to face charges after chase began in GA, ended in crash in SC NO 16-Aug-17 

STEPHENS Investigators issue 30 arrest warrants, seize one pound of meth in 8-month-long drug bust  NO  28-Aug-17 

STEPHENS GA teen injured in hit-and-run, driver still on the loose  YES 1-Feb-18 

STEPHENS GA teen injured in hit-and-run, driver still on the loose (update)  YES 1-Feb-18 

STEPHENS Massive sinkhole opens up in Stephens Co.  YES 16-May-18 

STEPHENS Stephens Co. voters divided, but pass Sunday alcohol sales in Stephens Co, City of Toccoa YES  23-May-18 

STEPHENS Remains of soldier killed in Korean War laid to rest YES 2-Aug-18 

STEPHENS Shooting in Toccoa YES 8-Aug-18 

STEPHENS GBI: Man accused of murdering Toccoa teen also charged in another shooting YES 10-Aug-18 

STEPHENS Final salute for Army Cpl. Terrell Fuller (of Stephens County)  YES 11-Aug-18 

    

ELBERT Georgia man urges everyone to not drive distracted after wife paralyzed YES 28-Aug-16 



 

 

ELBERT GBI: Man dead in Elberton officer-involved shooting YES 27-Oct-16 

ELBERT Deputies: Suspect in custody after man found dead at gas station YES 16-Mar-17 

ELBERT Woman killed, deputy hurt when patrol car crashes into another car YES 10-Apr-17 

ELBERT Elbert County Schools cancel classes for total solar eclipse NO 13-Aug-17 

ELBERT Murder suspect arrested in Upstate extradited back to Georgia YES 5-Oct-17 

ELBERT Sheriff: 3 in custody after missing elderly man found dead in pond YES 9-Jan-18 

ELBERT Deputies: 3 arrested in connection with fatal shooting of 86-year-old man YES 10-Jan-18 

ELBERT GA homeowner finds most wanted Anderson County suspect hiding on property YES 25-Jan-18 

ELBERT Police: Teen charged with making terrorist threats about shooting up Elbert Co. High School YES 15-Mar-18 

ELBERT Coroner: Investigation underway after missing man found in Elbert County  YES  2-May-18 

ELBERT Train collides with pickup truck in Elberton  YES 21-May-18 

ELBERT Elberton Police working to identify bank robbery suspect YES 26-Jun-18 

ELBERT GBI: Missing teen's body, car found in pond in Elbert County YES 18-Jul-18 

ELBERT GA students head back to the classroom this week YES 30-Jul-18 

 

FRANKLIN Deputies: Lavonia man arrested on carjacking charges NO 8-Sep-16 

FRANKLIN Store managers, workers react to Lavonia police shootings YES 13-Dec-16 

FRANKLIN Watch: Lavonia police officer discharged from hospital after shooting YES 20-Dec-16 

FRANKLIN Business sells decals, t-shirts in support of Lavonia officers shot in the line of duty YES 21-Dec-16 

FRANKLIN Heavy traffic on I-85 in Franklin County after truck catches fire, one lane blocked NO 26-Dec-16 

FRANKLIN Man accused of shooting two Lavonia officers due in court Wednesday YES 4-Jan-17 

FRANKLIN Lavonia police department to honor wounded officers YES 12-Jan-17 

FRANKLIN Lavonia officers: He took a bullet for me, He's my brother.  YES 18-Jan-17 

FRANKLIN Deputies: YouTuber behind popular gun videos arrested on drug charges in Franklin County NO 28-Aug-17 

FRANKLIN Lavonia Police searching for suspect after robbery at Dollar General NO 3-Sep-17 

FRANKLIN New GBI initiative aims to slow down opioid crisis YES 16-Nov-17 

FRANKLIN GBI: Foul play suspected after 2 found dead in Franklin Co. YES 22-Nov-17 

FRANKLIN Police seek suspect who passed teller note saying "gun now" during Franklin Co. bank robbery YES 12-Jan-18 

FRANKLIN Video shows liquor store clerk attacked by robbery suspect in motorcycle helmet YES 29-Jan-18 

FRANKLIN Lavonia police searching for "armed, dangerous" robbery suspect YES 30-Jan-18 

FRANKLIN Lavonia PD police lieutenant dies unexpectedly YES 9-Feb-18 

FRANKLIN Police seek suspect who passed teller note saying "gun now"  YES 9-Feb-18 

FRANKLIN Greenville man sentenced to 100 years in shooting of two Georgia officers YES 9-Mar-18 

FRANKLIN Sheriff: After nearly a week on the run, "dangerous" suspect captured in Franklin County YES 14-Mar-18 

FRANKLIN Fire officials investigating suspicous weekend fire at old Georgia schoolhouse YES 14-Mar-18 

FRANKLIN NASCAR issues statement after former driver James Hylton, son killed in crash YES 28-Apr-18 

FRANKLIN GBI: 11-year-old hid while gunman shot 3 with shotgun Franklin Co.  home  YES 14-May-18 

 FRANKLIN   Deadly deputy-involved shooting under investigation in Carnesville  
 
YES  14-May-18 

FRANKLIN 2.4 magnitude earthquake in Franklin County, per preliminary report  NO 30-May-18 

FRANKLIN GBI: Investigation ongoing after body recovered from creek in Royston  YES 11-Jun-18 

FRANKLIN Lavonia's first Chick-Fil-A is now open!  NO 12-Jul 
 

  



 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 
 

SCREENSHOTS OF WHNS STORIES COVERING  

HART, ELBERT, FRANKLIN, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES (NEWS, ELECTION, AND 

WEATHER COVERAGE)  

  



































































 

 

 

EXHIBIT B 

DECLARATION AND VERIFICATION OF MARK HIGGINS 

  



 

 

Declaration and Verification of Mark Higgins 
 

 I, Mark Higgins, hereby declare, under penalty of perjury, as follows: 

 

1. I am greater than eighteen years of age and am competent to make this Declaration 

and Verification. 

 

2. I am the Vice President and General Manager, Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc., the 

licenses of television station WSPA-TV (“WSPA”), Spartanburg, South Carolina, and I have held 

this position since January 2017.  Prior to that (under previous ownership), effective as of October 

2016, I held the position of President and General Manager of WSPA.  
 

3. WSPA is the CBS affiliate for the Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson 

Designated Market Area.  WSPA serves four counties located in Georgia, including Hart County, 

Franklin County, Elbert County, and Stephens County.  

 

4. WSPA has been carried on DISH and DIRECTV in Hart County, Georgia, at least 

since December 29, 1999.  WSPA is carried on Channel 7 on DISH and on Channel 7 on 

DIRECTV in Hart County.  

 

5. WSPA regularly provides local news, weather, school closings, traffic and EAS 

alerts, and other information of local interest to the residents of Hart County and the other three 

Georgia Counties in the DMA.  Since January 2017, WSPA has aired dozens of stories focused on 

Hart County, Franklin County, Elbert County, Stephens County, and their communities.  Some 

recent examples are attached to this Declaration as Attachments 1 and 2. 

 

6. WSPA airs The Dabo Swinney Show (Swinney is Clemson University’s football 

coach).  The show performs better in terms of ratings in some of the four Georgia Counties located 

in the Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson than it does in some South Carolina counties. 

 

7. I verify that the factual matters contained in the foregoing Opposition to Petition 

for Special Relief are true and correct to the best of my information, knowledge, and belief. 

 

 

[signature appears on the following page] 





 

 

  

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

EXAMPLES OF WSPA PROGRAMMING COVERING HART COUNTY 

  



 

 

Body found at Lake Hartwell after drowning reported 
By:  WSPA Staff 

Posted: Jul 16, 2018 09:12 PM EDT 
Updated: Jul 17, 2018 01:49 PM EDT 

 249 

UPDATE - The body of Juber Lemus was found around 11:15 a.m. Tuesday, according to 
Ryan Herring with Anderson Technical Rescue. His family says he is an immigrant from El 
Salvador and they are trying to raise money to send him back home for burial. If you would 
like to donate you can visit the GoFundMe page. 

Chief: Investigation could not determine chemical that sent 
firefighters to hospital 
By: Nicole Ford  

Posted: Apr 28, 2018 09:31 PM EDT 
Updated: May 01, 2018 05:54 AM EDT 

 1. 

HART Co., GA (WSPA) - After an investigation by GBI and the Hart County Sheriff's Office, 
it's unknown what chemical sent five firefighters to the hospital. 

Two firefighters were taken to the hospital after they fell ill while fighting a fire 
on Saturday evening. Three more firefighters were later hospitalized after they also fell ill. 

Woman gets 10 years probation after grandson killed by dogs in 
Hart Co. 
By: WSPA Staff 

Posted: Apr 12, 2018 04:48 PM EDT 
Updated: Apr 12, 2018 10:18 PM EDT 
 

https://www.wspa.com/news/possible-drowning-at-recreation-area-on-lake-hartwell-in-anderson-co/1306799153
https://www.gofundme.com/Juber-Lemus
https://www.wspa.com/meet-the-team/nicole-ford/855943347
https://www.wspa.com/news/woman-gets-10-years-probation-after-grandson-killed-by-dogs-in-hart-co/1119260210


 

 

 61 

HARTWELL, GA (WSPA) - A woman whose grandson was killed after he was attacked by pit 
bulls at her home was sentenced to 10 years probation. 

According to a Superior Court clerk, Sandra Adams, of Hart County, was sentenced 
Thursday after she pleaded guilty to involuntary manslaughter. 

Hartwell, Ga. doctor arrested on child molestation, other charges 
By: WSPA Staff 

Posted: Apr 10, 2018 02:51 PM EDT 
Updated: Apr 10, 2018 08:15 PM EDT 

 81 

HART COUNTY, GA (WSPA) - A Hartwell, Ga. doctor surrendered to law enforcement in 
Arizona following a investigation into child molestation. 

According to a Georgia Bureau of Investigation news release, Tommy Beeson, M.D., was 
charged with five counts of aggravated sexual battery, seven counts of child molestation 
and two counts of sexual battery. 

Hartwell city employees to lose insurance starting May 1 
By: WSPA Staff 

Posted: Apr 04, 2018 02:53 PM EDT 
Updated: Apr 05, 2018 06:29 AM EDT 

 

https://www.wspa.com/news/hartwell-ga-doctor-arrested-on-child-molestation-other-charges/1111766833
https://www.wspa.com/news/hartwell-city-employees-to-lose-insurance-starting-may-1/1101757009


 

 

HARTWELL, GA (WSPA) - The Hartwell mayor confirmed that employees will soon lose 
their health insurance. 
Mayor Brandon Johnson said city employees' insurance coverage is set to end at midnight 
on April 30. 

City of Hartwell employees are currently insured by Blue Cross Blue Shield. 

Suspect in deadly Georgia shooting arrested in Upstate 
By: WSPA 7News  

Posted: Mar 06, 2018 01:16 PM EST 
Updated: Mar 06, 2018 01:17 PM EST 

 

Tyrus Clark (Source: Anderson Co. Detention Center) 

ANDERSON Co., SC (WSPA) - A fugitive named as a murder suspect in Georgia is now in 
custody in the Upstate. Officials with the Anderson County Detention Center confirm Tyrus 
Clark was booked into jail at 2:26 a.m. Tuesday. The Georgia Bureau of Investigations and 
Hart County Sheriff's Office sent out an alert Friday naming Clark as a suspect in the 
shooting death of Marilyn Clark. 

2 cases of multi-drug resistant TB confirmed in Northeast Ga. 
By: Jenni Mathews  

Posted: Jan 30, 2018 08:01 PM EST 
Updated: Jan 30, 2018 08:01 PM EST 
 

 
 (WSPA) - Two cases of multi-drug resistant tuberculosis have been confirmed in Northeast 
Georgia. 

According to a news release, the Georgia Department of Public Health's TB Program has 
been assisting with an investigation into the drug resistant TB in the North Health District, 
or District 2.  

https://www.wspa.com/meet-the-team/wspa-7news/855943395
https://www.wspa.com/meet-the-team/jenni-mathews/1001481382


 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 
 

LIST OF WSPA STORIES COVERING  

HART, ELBERT, FRANKLIN, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES 

  



 

 

WSPA NEWS STORIES COVERING 

HART, ELBERT, FRANKLIN, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES  

 

County News Story  
Date On-Air 

Elbert Georgia students go back to class this week  
7/30/18 Y 

Elbert Body of Missing Teen found in GA pond  
7/19/18 Y 

Elbert Train vs. Truck crash in Elberton  
5/21/18 Y 

Elbert Student Brings 2 BB Guns to School  
4/23/18 

 

Elbert Elbert Co. Student Arrested  
3/15/18 

 

Elbert Elbert Co. Schools Cancel Classes   
8/13/17 

 

Elbert Woman killed in crash w/Elbert County Deputy  
8/10/17 

 

Elbert Severe Weather / Storm Reports  
4/5/17 Y 

Elbert One In Custody After Body Found  
3/16/17 

 

   

 

 

Franklin GA lawmaker uses racial slur in TV series  
7/23/18 

 

Franklin 1 Dead, 3 Wounded in shooting involving GA Deputy 5/14/18 
 

Franklin $565K marijuana grow operation found in Franklin Co. 4/30/18 
 

Franklin Former NASCAR driver & son killed in Franklin Co. crash 4/28/18 
 

Franklin Manhunt for armed suspects ends in Lavonia  
3/20/18 Y 

Franklin Deputies Searching for armed man in Franklin Co.  
3/15/18 

 

Franklin Suspect dead after shootout with GA deputies  
3/14/18 Y 

Franklin Lavonia Officers discuss shooter's plea deal  
2/14/18 Y 

Franklin Man accused in Lavonia Police shooting pleads guilty 2/8/18 
 

Franklin Suspect in Lavonia Business Robbery In Custody  
1/29/18 

 

Franklin Pendleton Coach takes job in Franklin Co. High School 1/18/18 Y 

Franklin Warrant issued for Lavonia Bank Robbery Suspect  
1/18/18 

 

Franklin Carjacking suspect captured in Franklin County  
9/15/17 

 

Franklin Help Police find suspect in Lavonia Bank Robbery  
9/2/17 Y 

Franklin Olympic swimmer teaches kids to swim in NE GA  
8/10/17 Y 

Franklin Former Upstate Mayor arrested in Franklin Co.  
6/25/17 

 

Franklin Ceremony honors Lavonia Police officers shot  
2/11/17 

 

Franklin Lavonia Police shooter suspect back in court  
1/4/17 Y 

   

 

 

Hart Body found on Lake Hartwell after drowning report  
7/16/18 Y 

Hart Investigation into what sent 5 Hart County FF to hospital 5/1/18 Y 

Hart 5 Firefighters out of hospital in Hart County  
5/1/18 

 

Hart Woman gets 10 yrs probation in Hart County  
4/12/18 Y 

Hart Hartwell GA. Doctor arrested in child molestation charges 4/10/18 Y 

Hart Hartwell city employees to lose health insurance  
4/5/18 Y 

Hart Suspect in deadly GA shooting arrested in Upstate  
3/6/18 

 

Hart Upstate part of NE Georgia TB Investigation  
2/1/18 Y 



 

 

Hart Two cases of drug resistant TB found in NE Georgia  
1/20/18 

 

Hart Hart County Teacher Charged with 2nd Count  
12/14/17 

 

Hart Hart County Teacher Charged with Child Molestation 12/6/17 
 

Hart Nestle bringing 240 new jobs to Hartwell, GA  
9/27/17 

 

Hart Property searched for Hart County missing woman  
9/18/17 

 

Hart Toddler killed by dogs, grandmother charged  
8/1/17 Y 

Hart Deputies searching for Hart Co. armed robbery suspect 7/13/17 
 

   

 

 

Stephens Teen hit by Jeep. Search for driver underway  
1/31/18 

 

Stephens 2 cases of drug resistant TB confirmed in NE GA  
1/20/18 

 

Stephens 30 arrests, 1 pound of met seized after drug bust  
7/31/17 

 

Stephens Missing teen in Stephens County found  
11/14/17 

 
 

  



 

 

EXHIBIT C 

DECLARATION AND VERIFICATION OF JOHN HUMPHRIES 

  



 

 

Declaration and Verification of John Humphries 
 

 I, John Humphries, hereby declare, under penalty of perjury, as follows: 

 

1. I am greater than eighteen years of age and am competent to make this Declaration 

and Verification. 

 

2. I am the President and General Manager of WYFF(TV) (“WYFF”), Greenville, 

South Carolina, and I have held this position since July 2016.  I also served as Director of Sales 

for WYFF from 2006 to 2012.  

 

3. WYFF is the NBC affiliate for the Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson 

Designated Market Area.  WYFF serves four counties located in Georgia, including Hart County, 

Franklin County, Elbert County, and Stephens County.  

 

4. WYFF has been carried on DISH and DIRECTV in Hart County, Georgia, at least 

since each launched local-into-local service in the Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson 

DMA.  WYFF is carried on Channel 4 on DISH and on Channel 4 on DIRECTV in Hart County.  

 

5. WYFF regularly provides local news, weather, school closings, traffic and EAS 

alerts, and other information of local interest to the residents of Hart County and the other three 

Georgia Counties in the Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson DMA. Since June 2017, 

WYFF has aired dozens of stories focused on Hart County, Franklin County, Elbert County, 

Stephens County, and their communities.  Some recent examples are attached to this Declaration 

as Attachments 1, 2, and 3. 

 

6. I verify that the factual matters contained in the foregoing Opposition to Petition 

for Special Relief are true and correct to the best of my information, knowledge, and belief. 

 

 

[signature appears on the following page] 





 

 

  

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

EXAMPLES OF WYFF PROGRAMMING COVERING HART COUNTY 

  



 

 

Woman describes being attacked by rabid bobcat she 

choked to death 
Dede Phillips' hands, arms, face injured in attack 

 
Updated: 8:14 PM EDT Jun 15, 2018 

 
 
HART COUNTY, Ga. — 

A 46-year-old Georgia woman described being attacked by a rabid bobcat that she choked to 
death after it jumped her. 
 
Dede Mealor Phillips, of Hartwell, had just put a "Women who behave rarely make history" 
bumper sticker on her truck last Thursday evening and she was about to take a picture of it, 
when she saw the bobcat and snapped a picture of it. 
 

 
Elections results for Georgia Primary 
Stacey Abrams has won the Democratic primary in Georgia's gubernatorial race 

 Updated: 11:08 PM EDT May 22, 2018 

 



 

 

County results for Georgia primary 

  Updated: 7:10 AM EDT May 22, 2018 
 

 

 

 

 
Child hides under bed while man shoots 3 people in home, 
GBI officials say 
Deputy shoots, kills suspected gunman late Sunday in Hart County 

  Updated: 2:06 PM EDT May 14, 2018 

 



 

 

CARNESVILLE, GA — 

A child hid underneath a bed inside a home while a man shot three people, according to the 

Georgia Bureau of Investigation. 

GBI officials said Hart County, Georgia, deputies were called about 10 p.m. Sunday to the home 

on Roberts Lane in Carnesville about a domestic disturbance. 

 
Former NASCAR driver from the Upstate killed in crash 
James Hylton, Jr. died in an early morning crash Saturday 

  Updated: 4:47 PM EDT Apr 28, 2018 
 

 

HART COUNTY, GA — 

A former NASCAR driver who made his home in the Upstate died in a crash early Saturday 

morning. 

The Hart County Coroner's Office confirmed to WYFF News 4 James Hylton, Sr. and his son 

James Hylton, Jr. were both killed when the truck they were in went off-road, went airborne, and 

flew into the bank of a nearby creek. 

 
Murder-suicide investigation underway, Sheriff says 
Two bodies found inside a home in Hart County 

  Updated: 2:01 PM EST Dec 23, 2017 

 

http://www.wyff4.com/news-team/7b694307-f18c-4ddc-81ae-d9bd3e2cb6fc
http://www.wyff4.com/news-team/7b694307-f18c-4ddc-81ae-d9bd3e2cb6fc


 

 

Hart County, G.A. — 

Hart County Sheriff Steve Thomas says two bodies were found inside a home. 

Thomas says his office, with assistance from the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, have been 

working a scene in the county. 

He says preliminary information suggests this is probably murder-suicide. 

  



 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 
 

LIST OF WYFF STORIES COVERING  

HART, ELBERT, FRANKLIN, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES 

 
      DATE      COUNTY                     STORY SLUG            SEGMENT 

 

 
8/6/2018 Hart County Strong Storms WX 

7/24/2018 Hart County Primary Election Runoff VO 

6/15/18 Hart County Grandmother Kills Bobcat PKG 

5/22/2018 Hart County Ga Hart Alcohol Sales                 PKG 

5/14/2018 Hart County Officer involved shooting Sky 4 VO            

4/29/2018 Hart County Hart CO Firefighters                    FONT 

4/12/2018 Hart County 
GBI arrests of Hart CO man in Ariz on Child Molestation 
charges      FONT 

3/14/2018 Hart County Highway 29 Hart CO Fatal car wreck           VO 

9/10/2017 Hart County Hart and Franklin Closed due to hurricane School Ticker     

8/2/2017 Hart County Hart Co dog mauling                   FONT 

7/20/2017 Hart County Dads store robbed                      FONT 

7/17/2017 Hart County 
Missing boaters boat runs aground in Hart co on Lake 
Hartwell      VO/PKG  

6/20/2017 Hart County Hart co business arson fire           VO 

    
5/21/2018 Elbert County Elbert County Train Crash FONT 

3/16/2018 Elbert County Elbert HS Student Arrest FONT 

1/11/2018 Elbert County Elbert County Murder Arrest SIDE PANEL 

12/15/2017 Elbert County Tree Shaped Cell Tower  PKG 

10/6/2017 Elbert County Elbert County Homicide MAP 

7/20/2017 Elbert County Granite Death FONT 

6/14/2017 Elbert County Georgia Prison Escapes VO 

    
5/22/2018 Franklin County Franklin County Jail Referendum FONT 

5/14/2018 Franklin County Deputy Involved Shooting VO/SOT 

1/22/2018 Franklin County Teri Program VO 

12/23/2017 Franklin County Murder Suicide MAP 

11/30/2017 Franklin County Franklin County Assault and Stalking MAP 

11/22/2017 Franklin County Franklin County Death Investigation MAP 

    
5/22/2018 Stephens County Stephens County Alcohol Sales FONT 

5/16/2018 Stephens County Toccoa Sinkhole VO 

11/14/2017 Stephens County Missing Teen FONT 

6/22/2017 Stephens County Toccoa Tornado VO 

6/16/2017 Stephens County County Line Movie Premiere VO 



 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 

SCREENSHOTS OF WYFF STORIES COVERING 

HART, ELBERT, FRANKLIN, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES (NEWS, ELECTION, AND 

WEATHER COVERAGE) 

  



 

 

NEWS COVERAGE 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WEATHER COVERAGE 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ELECTION COVERAGE 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EXHIBIT D 

DECLARATION AND VERIFICATION OF JOSEPH FISHLEIGH 

  



 

 

Declaration and Verification of Joseph Fishleigh 
 

 I, Joseph Fishleigh, hereby declare, under penalty of perjury, as follows: 

 

1. I am greater than eighteen years of age and am competent to make this Declaration 

and Verification. 

 

2. I am the General Manager of WLOS(TV) (“WLOS”), Asheville, North Carolina, 

and I have held this position since June 2017.  I also served as Director of Sales for WLOS from 

2009 until May 2017.  

 

3. WLOS is the ABC affiliate for the Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson 

Designated Market Area.  WLOS serves four counties located in Georgia, including Hart County, 

Franklin County, Elbert County, and Stephens County.  

 

4. Based on a review of corporate records, it is my understanding that WLOS has 

likely been carried on DISH and DIRECTV in Hart County, Georgia, at least since each September 

of 2000 (DISH) and June of 2000 (DIRECTV).  WLOS is carried on Channel 13 on DISH and on 

Channel 13 on DIRECTV in Hart County.  

 

5. WLOS provides news, weather, and other information of local interest to the 

residents of Hart County and the other three Georgia Counties—Franklin County, Elbert County, 

and Stephens County—in the Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson DMA.  Some recent 

examples are attached to this Declaration as Attachment 1. 

 

6. I verify that the factual matters contained in the foregoing Joint Opposition to 

Petition for Special Relief are true and correct to the best of my information, knowledge, and belief. 

 

 

[signature appears on the following page] 





 

 

  

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

EXAMPLES OF WLOS PROGRAMMING COVERING  

HART, ELBERT, FRANKLIN, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES 

  



 

 

Georgia Grandmother wins life-and-death battle with rapid 
bobcat; kills it with bare hands 
 

 
By Larry D. Curtis June 15, 2018 
 
A woman in Georgia won a life-and-death struggle with a rabbid bobcat after she managed to 
strangle it to death with her bare hands.  
 
“I thought, ‘Not today.’ There was no way I was going to die,” DeDe Phillips said to 
OnlineAthens.com. "I’m very lucky."  Phillips lives in Hart County, northeast of Atlanta where she 
was reportedly was attacked by the animal after it attacked her unprovoked. 
 

Still not over yet: Showers and storms possible Friday 
 
Friday, June 1st 2018 

 
 

ASHEVILLE, N.C. (WLOS) — Flooding continues on the French Broad at Blantyre and Fletcher, 

with Asheville's section running very high. . . .  

 
There is a greater chance for severe weather in Upstate SC and northeast Georgia. Flash 

flooding is possible if storms return, and trees may fall due to strong winds. 



 

 

Stacey Abrams, who could become first ever black woman 
governor in U.S., wins primary 
 

 
May 22, 2018 
 

ATLANTA (AP) — Stacey Abrams won Georgia's Democratic primary in the gubernatorial race 

Tuesday, becoming the state's first woman nominee for governor from either major party. 

 

Retired NASCAR driver James Hylton, 83, killed in car wreck 
 

 
April 30, 2018 
 
CARNESVILLE, Ga. (AP) — Former NASCAR driver James Hylton, the 1966 Rookie of the 
Year, was killed in a traffic accident Saturday, authorities said. He was 83. 
 



 

 

Hylton and his son, 61-year-old James Hylton Jr., died at the scene of the crash, which 
happened on Interstate 85 in Carnesville a little after 6 a.m., according to the Georgia State 
Patrol. Both were from Inman, South Carolina. 
 

Flood Watch in effect for parts of WNC, northeast Georgia 
 
Thursday, January 11th 2018 
 

 
 
HENDERSON COUNTY, N.C. (WLOS) — The National Weather Service has issued a Flood 
Watch for parts of the North Carolina mountains and northeast Georgia through 7 p.m. Friday. 

Suspect shot in head during incident involving high-speed 
chase through Macon County 

 
 
April 7, 2017 
 
MACON COUNTY, N.C. (WLOS) — Macon County deputies responded to a high-speed chase 
early Friday morning, with suspects driving from Rabun County, Georgia, into Macon County on 
U.S. 441.  
 
Deputies from Habersham County, Georgia, were pursuing a suspect after the car the suspect 

was driving was spotted after being reported stolen. 
 

  



 

 

Ga. Supreme Court justices don Falcons gear to support 
home team's Super Bowl dream 
 

 
 
ATLANTA (WGXA) - The Georgia Supreme Court honored the Atlanta Falcons on Tuesday 
during a Special Session after the football team clinched their place in the Super Bowl in 
Sunday's game against the Green Bay Packers 
 
The nine justices donned Falcons caps during their session on Tuesday to wish them well in 
their pursuit of a Super Bowl win on Feb. 5 against the New England Patriots. 
 

Man accused of shooting two Georgia officers has long 
criminal history in Upstate 
 

 
Dec. 13, 2016 
 
LAVONIA, GA (WLOS) — A man from the Upstate is now facing charges after Georgia 
authorities say he shot two police officers. 
 

  



 

 

2 Georgia police officers shot, injured serving warrant; 
suspect killed in shootout 

 
Dec. 12, 2016 
 
CRAWFORD COUNTY, Ga --- Two Georgia police officers were injured early Monday morning 
while serving a search warrant in Crawford County, an official with the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation confirmed. 
 

Four Dead after Plane Crash on Georgia, SC State Line  
 

 
October 2, 2015 
 
OCONEE COUNTY, S.C. -- Four people are dead after a small plane crash near the Georgia 
and South Carolina state line on Friday afternoon. 
 
Just after 3 p.m. on Oct. 3, witnesses say they saw a plane go down in a wooded area of 
Oconee County in the Tabor Community 
 

  



 

 

Regular Coverage of Atlanta Braves During Baseball Season 
 

   
 

   
 

  



 

 

EXHIBIT E 

WYFF, WSPA, WHNS, AND WLOS CONTOUR MAPS 

  



WYFF Licensed Facility



Charlotte

Athens

Asheville

Gastonia

Hickory

Anderson

Columbia

Greenville

Rock HillSpartanburg

Johnson City

Elberton

sville

M

Toccoa

Winder

Boone

Brevard

Forest CityHendersonville

Lenoir

Lincolnton

Matthe

Mooresville

Morganton

Mount Holly

Newton

Shelby

Statesville

Waynesville

Abbevil le

Cayce

ChesterClemson

Clinton

Easley

Gaffney

Gantt

Greenwood

Greer

Homeland Park

Irmo

Lancaster

Laurens

Newberry

Red Bank

Sans Souci

Seneca
Simpsonville Union

York

ErwinGreeneville
Jefferson City

Morristown

Newport

Seviervilleeymour

urn

Commerce

Cornelia

Hartwell

Jefferson

Royston

rews

Bethlehem

Canton

Cherryville

Cornelius

Cullowhee Dallas

Elkin

Eno

Fletcher

Franklin

Hudson

Huntersville

Icard

Maiden

Marion

North Wilkesboro

Pineville

Sherrills Ford

Valdese

Weddingto

Woodfin

Ya

Batesburg

Boiling Springs

Clover

f

Fort Mill

Honea Path

Johnston

Lake Wylie

Lexington

Liberty

Lu

Pickens

Piedmont

Saluda

Travelers Rest

Walhalla

Williamston

Winnsboro

Woodruff

Gatlinburg

Oak Grove

Pigeon Forge

Rogersville

Bogart

Clarkesville

Clayton

Cleveland
Demorest

Gumlog

Lavonia
Lula

Raoul Reed Creek

Watkinsville

Bent  Creek

Blowing Rock

Boiling Springs

Boonv

Bryson City

Burnsville

Dobson

Fairview

Har

Hays

India

Jef ferson

Lowesville

Mars Hill

Moravian Falls

Mountain Home

Polkville

Salem

Spruce Pine

Stony Point

Sylva

Taylorsville

Troutman

Tryon

Waxhaw

Weaverville

W

Blacksburg

Calhoun Falls

Central

Chesnee

Cowpens

Due West

Duncan

Easto

Elgin

Great Falls

Iva

Joanna

Jonesville

Landrum

Mayo

McCormick

Pacolet

Pineridge

Prosperity

Roebuck

Slater-Marietta

Ware Shoals

Whitmire

Blaine

Bluff  City

Dandridge

Fall Branch
Hunter

Mascot

nardville

Mosheim

y
New Tazewell

Roan Mountain

g

White Pine

g y

Avery Co.

Clay Co.

am Co.

Jackson Co.

McDowell Co.

Madison Co.

Mecklenburg Co

Mitchell Co.

Polk Co.

Rutherford Co.

Swain Co.

Grainger Co.

Johnson Co.

Co.
Washington Co.

Abbeville Co.

Cherokee Co.

Lanca

McCormick Co.

Union Co.

Banks Co.
Franklin Co.

Madison Co.

Oglethorpe Co.

Towns Co.

White Co.

Wilk C

Arcade

Arnoldsville

Avalon

Bethlehem

Bishop

Bowman

raselton

Canon

Carlton

Clermont

Colbert
Comer

Dillard

Gillsville

Helen

Hiawassee

Hull

Ila

Maysville

Mountain City

Nicholson

Tallulah Falls

Talmo

Tiger

T ignall

Banner Elk

Beech Mountain

Belwood
Casar

Catawba
Clev

Columbus

Crossnore

Earl

Fallston

Grover

Harmony

High Shoals

Highlands

Kings

Lake Lure

Latt imore

Love Valley

Marshall

Montreat Old Fort

Ronda

Rosman

Saluda

Blythewood

Campobello

Carlisle

Chapin
Chappells

Cross Hill

Elgin

Gaston

Gilbert

Gray Court Heath

Hickory Grove

Hodges

Lockhart

Lowndesville

Lowrys

McConnells

Monetta

Mount  Carmel

Peak
Pomaria

Richburg

Ridgeway

Salem

Sharon

Silverstreet

Six Mile

Smyrna

Starr

Troy

Waterloo

Baileyton

Baneberry

Bulls Gap

Luttrell

Parrot tsville

Townsend

Place

Springs
Campton

Carnes Creek

Center

pee

Dewy Rose

Mize

Montevideo

Pocataligo
Rock Branch

Sandy Cross

Turnerville

Vanna

Whitehall

Addie

Advent  Crossroads

Aho

Alarka
Almond

Amantha

Amity Hill

Antioch

Aquone

Ashford

Ashland

Aust in

Bailey

Bald Creek

Bald Mountain

Baldwin

Balsam Grove

Bandy

Banoak

Barberry Heights (subdivision)

Barnardsville
Baton

Batt leground

Beam Mill

Bear Wallow Hollow (subdivision)

Beaumont (subdivision)

Beaver Creek

Beechertown

Begonia (historical)

Belva

Bethel

Birdtown

Black Mountain Blackburn

Bluf f

Boomer

Bowditch

Boylston Creek

Brendletown

Brice

Bridgewater

Brindletown

Brookwood (subdivision)

Brown Mountain Beach

Brownwood

Buf falo CoveBuladean

Burch

Burnet t Siding

Byersville (historical)

Ca

Camp Creek

Canaan

Caroleen

Cat Square

Cedar Mountain

Celo

Central
Charles

Chesterf ield

Chestnut Dale

Chestnut Hill

Cilley (historical)

Clifton

Clingman

Cold Springs

Collins (historical)

Cooktown

Cool Sprin

C

Cove

Crabtree

Craig Heights (subdivision)
Croft

Crowders

Cruso

Cycle

Danieltown

Darby

Davenport (historical)

Davistown

Day Book

Deans Mill

Dehart

Delight

Dellwood Denver

Derita

Deweese

Duan

Durbro (historical)

East Monbo

Edgemont

Elf

Elkville

Ellijay

Emanuel (historical)

Enola

Eufola

Faust

Fero Fiv

F lay

Fleetwood

a Village

Foscoe

Gay

Gilkey

Glendale Springs

Glenlaurel

Glenville

Glenwood

Gneiss

Gold

Gragg

Green Creek

Hamrick

Hebron

Hollis

Hopewell

Hulls Crossroads

Jackson Line

Joynes

Jugtown

Jupiter

Kona

Laboratory

Laxon

Leicester

Linville

Lone HickLovelace (historical)

Mabel

Machpelah

Maple Springs

Marvin

Maxwell Mill

Mazeppa

McGrady

McKinney Cove

M

Millersville

own

M

Moores (historical)

Mountain Page

Mountain Park

Mountain View

Moxley

Murchison

Murrays Hill

Nathans Creek

Newfound

North Cove

Norwood Hollow

Oak Grove

Oak Hill

Oakdale
Oakgrove

Olive Grove

Olivet te

Ore Knob

Otto

Paint Fork

Panther Creek

Paradise Point

Patten

Perry

Pleasant Grove

Pop

Pottertown

Prentiss

Rena

Roaring Gap

R

Rocky Springs

Round Mountain (subdivision)

Sevier

Shingle Hollow
Spring Hill

State Road

Stubbs

Sunny View

Sunshine

Triplet t

Union Grove

Union

Unity

Vashti

Vilas

Walkers

Waterville

Wayah Depot

Whitehouse

Wilmot

Wolfville (histori

Adger

Antreville Arborville

Armenia

Barksdale

Baton Rouge

Bell Town

Bells Crossroads

Blackstock

Blair

Blue Ridge

Bonham

Boones Creek

Bradley

Brasstown

Brock

Bruner

Bullock Creek

Bush River

Caesars Head

Callison

Camp Oak Catawba

Cheddar

Cleveland

Coa

Cold Point

Columbia

Converse

Cornwell

Coronaca

Cross Anchor
Cross Roads

Cunningham

Delphia

Delta

Denny

Denver

Dillard Crossroads

Douglas

Douglass

Duncan TownshipEarles Grove

Edgemoor

Edmund

Eison Crossroads
Ekom

Epworth

Fair Play

Filbert

F ingerville

Five Forks

Flat  Rock Flint Hill

Fork Shoals

Fountain Inn

Friendship

Friendship

Gadsden

Gary

Glassy

Glenn Springs

Gramling

Grassy Pond

Grenadier

Guthries
Hendricks

Hickory Tavern

Higgins

Highland

Hobbyville

Holland Store

Holly Springs

Hoodtown

Horrel Hill

Ingleside

Jenkinsville
Jennings

Keitts Crossroads

Kelton

Keowee

Killian

Kinards

Kings Creek

Kingv

Lake Murray Shores

Lando

Leeds

Leesb

Lesslie

Lewis Turnoul

Liberty Hill

Longcreek

Longshore

Longtown

Maddens

Madison

Mathews Heights

Maybinton

Miller Crossing

Milton

Mit ford

Monticello

Murray

Newry

O'Neal

Ogden

Ora

Orrs

Picket Post

Pinewood

Pleasa

Pont iac

Pumpkintown

Rabon Crossro

Red Star

Reidville

Rion

Riverside

Rocky Bot tom

Rossville
Santuc

Smith

State Park

Stoney Hill

Strother

Sunset

Terry Creek

Verdery

West Springs

White Oak

Willington

Acuff

Alena (historical) Allenbridge (historical)

Arrow Hills

ury

Aust in Springs

Avondale Springs
Bean Station

Beech Springs

Bethany

Big Barren

Big Cherokee

Bird Hill

Birdsville (historical) Blue Mill

Braemar

Briggs (historical)

Bright  (historical) Brotherton

Brownsboro (historical)

Brumley Heights
Bruner Grove

Buladeen
Bunker Hill

Buntontown

Burbank

But ler

Bybee

Camelot
Caney Valley Carter

Casper (historical)

ell Cedar Creek

Cedar LaneChalk Level

Chestnut Hill

Chuckey

Clearbranch

Springs

Condon Creek Store

field Del Rio

Dogtown

DuPont

Dumplin

Edwina

Elkmont

Fordville (historical)

Gilbreath

ssroads

Hartford

ons (historical)

Hickory

Houston Valley

Jenkins
Jones Cove

Lynndale

Mascot

Maucks (historical)

Mill CreekMooresburg Springs

historical)

Oak Hill
Plato

ospect

Saint  Clair

Shiloh

Stony Point

Sycamore (historical)

Tryon

Unicoi

Union Temple
Walkertown

JANUARY 2009

PREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURS
STATION WSPA-DT

SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA
CH 7   25.7 kW   667 M

du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc  Sarasota, Florida

120 miles40200 6020

12080400 160 kilometers20

80 100

Proposed WSPA-DT
25.7 kW/667 M

43 dBu
36 dBu

WSPA Licensed Facility



   

      

WSPA Licensed Facility



  

      



WHNS Licensed Facility



’

-

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’ ’

’

’

-

-

-

’

’

’

’

’

’
’

’

’

’

-

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

-

-

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’
’

’
’

’

-

’

’

’

’’

’ ’

’

’

-

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

’

&&

10 0 10 20 5030 6040 70 80 15013090 100 140110 120 KILOMETERS

Knoxville

Kingsport

Johnson City

Oak Ridge

Asheville

Gastonia

Spartanburg

Greenville

Anderson

PinevilleWilliamsburg
Abingdon

Gate CityMiddlesboro BristolJellico

Rogersville
La Follette

Morristown
Greeneville

ErwinJefferson City

Newport
Spruce Pine

Sevierville HudsonMars Hill

Maryville HickoryMorganton
Gatlinburg Marion Newton

Black Mountain

Canton
Lindcolnton

Bryson City
CherryvilleSylva Rutherfordton

Hendersonville Shelby
Brevard TryonAndrews Franklin

Clover
Murphy GaffneyInman

York

PickensClaxtonBlue Ridge
JonesvilleEasley

Walhalla Simpsonville
UnionWoodruffClemson

Cleveland Toccoa
Dahlonega Cornelia WhitmireLaurens

Honea Path

Hartwell
Gainsville Newberry

Commmerce GreenwoodAbbeville
Jefferson Elberton

WLOS

MARCH 2010MARCH 2010MARCH 2010MARCH 2010MARCH 2010MARCH 2010MARCH 2010MARCH 2010MARCH 2010

EXHIBIT 9EXHIBIT 9EXHIBIT 9EXHIBIT 9EXHIBIT 9EXHIBIT 9EXHIBIT 9EXHIBIT 9EXHIBIT 9

Asheville
North Carolina

CARL T. JONESCORPORATIONCARL T. JONESCORPORATIONCARL T. JONESCORPORATION

PREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURSPREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURSPREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURSPREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURSPREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURSPREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURSPREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURSPREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURSPREDICTED COVERAGE CONTOURS
WLOS - Channel 13 - Asheville, North Carolina

DTV - 50 kW DA - 849.4 meters HAAT

WLOS
SITE

PREDICTED 36 dBu F(50,90)
DTV Noise Limited Contour

PREDICTED 43 dBu F(50,90)
DTV Principal Community Contour

WLOS Licensed Facilities



 

 

EXHIBIT F 

SIGNAL STRENGTH AND DISTANCE 

  



 

 

Hartwell, GA (Hart County) – Current Channels All Channels 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Hartwell, GA (Hart County) – All Channels Pending Applications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


